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The developers of a planned development in Reno's North Valleys
say the future of the project is still uncertain, especially the
prospects of a potential casino in a parcel north of a Walmart that's
under construction off Sky Vista Parkway.

About three dozen residents in the north-Reno community
attended a town hall-style meeting Monday evening to listen to the
developers present their plans for the 120-acre property, which
could also include big-name, big-box retailers.

The project is being pushed by developer Carlos Vasquez and is
backed by New York-based Hudson Real Estate. A handbook for

the development was filed with the city in
December, which includes a zoning change
to allow non-restricted gaming.

That would require city council approval.

Members of the Washoe County Advisory Board questioned
Vasquez and his business partners on Monday.

"Even the thought of gaming has me raising my radar," board
member Francine Donshick said.

Vasquez said it's still too early to tell what will ultimately fill the
parcel.

"It's just one of 52 uses we have in our handbook," he said. "In this
market we want maximum flexibility."

Right now, the project is still in the planning phase and has yet to
begin it's official journey through the city's regulatory system,
which would include a special-use permit if non-restricted gaming
is ultimately a part of the application.

Board chairwoman Sarah Chvilicek asked how large a potential
casino would be.

"That's something that the market would drive, I think you would
see something along the lines of a Tamarack," said Vasquez,
referring to the Tamarack Junction casino on South Virginia Street.

He added, "At this point in time we do not have an interested
gaming party. We are putting as much energy into Kohl's."

A hotel is possible, too, but nothing more than four stories and 200
rooms, Vasquez said.

Residents spoke out against the potential gaming, including David
Keele, who was wary of other gaming battles between developers
and local communities, such as Spanish Springs.
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"If we take it out of the equation now, we won't have to deal with
that down the road," Keele said.

Added Chvilicek, "It would be really nice if you withdrew the
concept of non-restricted gaming. I think you would win the hearts
and minds of the adjacent community."

The development could also include senior housing. Vasquez said
a large portion of the land north of the development will be given to
open space use, too.

Washoe County Commissioner Bonnie Weber told Vasquez she
was upset she wasn't told about the project.

"It's not your community, it's their community," Weber said.

Vasquez said he's a native to the Reno area and said the
community should support businesses that reinvest in themselves.

"We have competitive issues over the hill with Indian gaming," he
said. "The businesses that are not being negatively affected are
the ones who have invested in their businesses."
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